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GRANT ‘POVERTY SAFARI’ SLAMMED
bad taste Harrison
and her Facebook cover

backing Tim Farron

Welcome
lone kids,
MPs urge

Quango award artist
£15,000 of public
money just to not
leave Glasgow
for whole year
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Britain should welcome
thousands of lone refugee
children, a committee of
MPs have urged.
They say 3000 children
living alone in the EU should
be resettled in addition to
the 20,000 Syrians David
Cameron has pledged to
accept from camps in the
Middle East.
In a report out yesterday,
the Commons International
Development Committee
called on the PM to accept
plans put forward by Save
the Children.
They said: “We are very
concerned about the plight
of unaccompanied refugee
children, particularly as
reports suggest they are
falling prey to traffickers.”
The campaign, which
covers children displaced by
conflict from a range of
countries, has also been
backed by Lib Dem leader
Tim Farron.

WHAT
A LOT
of OLD
ARTS

cheating A VW Golf

VW facing
cheat case
in US court

The US Justice Department
are suing Volkswagen over
emissions-cheating
software.
The civil complaint
against the German car
maker has been filed on
behalf of the Environmental
Protection Agency in a court
in Detroit.
Justice D e par tm ent
spokesman John Cruden
said: “Car manufacturers
who fail to properly certify
their cars and defeat
emission control systems
breach the public trust,
endanger public health and
disadvantage competitors.
“The United States will
pursue all appropriate
remedies against VW to
redress the violations of our
nation’s clean air laws alleged
in the complaint.”
Th e c o m p a ny f i r st
admitted in September that
the cheating software was
included in their diesel cars
and SUVs sold since the 2009
model year.
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AN artist has been given thousands
of pounds of public money just to
live in Glasgow for a year.

London-born Ellie Harrison has won a
£15,000 grant from Scottish Government
quango Creative Scotland after vowing
not to leave the city for all of 2016.
But her “durational performance” –
called the Glasgow Effect – has attracted
furious criticism on Facebook.
Some critics called it a middle-class
“poverty safari” and accused Harrison of
poking fun at the city’s poor diet and
health record.
The Glasgow Effect is a term used to
describe the poor life expectancy of
working-class Glaswegians and the
project’s Facebook page is illustrated with
a picture of chips.
Harrison, who has lived in Glasgow for
several years, claims the project will allow
her to “increase her sense of belonging, …
testing what becomes possible when she
invests all her ideas, time and energy
within the city where she lives”.
The project’s Facebook page was last
night littered with abuse from angry
members of the public.
“It seems very short-sighted to assume
that what you’re doing isn’t already a
reality for vast patches of the population,”
commented Andrew Perry.
Scott MacDougall called the project

not impressed Artist Loki, left,
and the critics on Facebook

“just a paid holiday” and another
Facebook user asked Harrison: “I haven’t
left my flat in three days, can I have some
money please?”
Glaswegian artist Loki said last night:
“There are thousands of artists who
articulate what living in poverty is like.
These artists are often marginalised.
“It’s horrendously crass to parachute
someone in on a poverty safari while
local authorities are cutting finance to
things like music tuition for Scotland’s
poorest kids.”
Glasgow City Council leader Frank

McAveety was also sceptical about the
benefit of the project.
He said: “She aims to study what is
termed the Glasgow Effect – the effect
that staying in the city has on much of its
population.
“It’s not that encouraging that the
website for Ellie’s project has a picture of
a plate of chips with what we assume to
be Ellie pointing to it.
“The poverty and health projects in
Glasgow are way beyond the ‘chips effect’
in defining Glasgow’s problems.
“Ellie’s project is centred on living in

Glasgow and not leaving the city for a
year.
“If she contacts our Poverty Leadership
Panel, we can put her in touch
with legions of single parent families living
in poverty who can tell her in minutes
what it’s like to be poor in Glasgow and
how that affects family health and prevents
you from ever getting out of the city.
“That’s called the poverty trap. It
shouldn’t take Ellie a year to discover it.”
The £15,000 is being provided by
Creative Scotland through their
allocation of lottery funding.
A spokeswoman said: “Ellie’s project
met the criteria for Open Project Funding
to develop her practice and we await with
interest the outcome of her project.”
Harrison’s past work includes installing
12 giant confetti cannons to be exploded
in the event of a Yes vote in the 2014
independence referendum.
Creative Scotland have been hit with a
3.6 per cent cut to their £80million budget
this year as part of Finance Secretary John
Swinney’s £20million slashing of the
overall culture budget.
It is not the first time they have faced
a backlash over their funding decisions.
In 2011, the Scottish Parliament heard
how the body awarded £58,000 to fund a
dance programme on the works of Alfred
Hitchcock and a trip to Tonga to study
Polynesian dancing.

Plenty of people could tell her about what it’s like to be poor in Glasgow
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